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 THE A, B, Cs of the JAMAICA VALUES AND ATTITUDE PROGRAMME (JAMVAT)
Application
· Please READ all instructions and materials related to the JAMVAT programme carefully.  Where additional information is required, please contact:


JAMVAT

Ministry of Education 

First Floor, Building One

2-4 Heroes Circle

Kingston

Tel: (876) 502-5709/5718

Email: jamvat@gmail.com
· JAMVAT will not accept any responsibility for the misinterpretation or incorrect application of programme rules.

· Incomplete applications will not be processed

Approval

· Approval for the JAMVAT programme will be provisional pending the submission of ALL required documentation needed to confirm the applicant’s eligibility to the programme (see below)

· First Time Applicants: Letter of Acceptance, Tuition Letter detailing all costs which the student will be required to meet for that academic year, 
· Returning Students: Status letter, Tuition letter detailing all costs which the student will be required to meet for that academic year
· The approval list will be posted on the given websites and hard copies of the approval list forwarded to the institutions.
· The OFFICIAL start date for service for each student is marked by the student’s APPROVAL DATE
· Provisionally Approved students are required to confirm their approval status on- line or with the JAMVAT Office BEFORE commencing voluntary service.   Any service initiated before the student’s official approval date will not qualify for JAMVAT assistance.

· Students will be required to download documents in the Start- Up Kit with the relevant forms needed to start the service hours.
Benefits of JAMVAT
· JAMVAT pays 30% of TUITION ONLY for approved participants.
· A stipend of $10,000.00 is also payable to each student who successfully completes the required 200 hours of voluntary service
· Participants benefit from personal development workshops where they are able to interface will other participants on the programme, share their experiences, check their status and interact with speakers on matters of National interest.
· Students contribute to community and national development through volunteerism

Conditions of Voluntary Service

Number of Hours
· JAMVAT participants must complete 200 or more voluntary hours before the close of the programme to qualify for the 30% of tuition grant. 
· Students who do not complete the required service at or before the stated deadline will not qualify for payment.
· JAMVAT accepts no responsibility for miscalculations or errors committed in the calculation of total service hours.  Allowances for these errors will be considered on a case by case basis and according to the discretion of the programme administrators.
· A student may complete a minimum of 1 hour and a maximum of 14 hours per day of voluntary work done.  
Approved Placement sites
· Voluntary service must be done at a governmental, non – profit non-governmental or community – based organisation.  Private companies are not included.
· Voluntary service done at unapproved sites does not qualify for payments.  If the participant is uncertain about the suitability of a Placement site, he/she must seek approval from the JAMVAT office BEFORE serving.  Clarifications pursued after the fact will not be facilitated.
· Each Placement site must appoint a supervisor who will monitor the student(s) work over the given period and sign the student’s timecard in the slots indicated.
· Close/Immediate relatives of students SHOULD NOT act as supervisors for JAMVAT participants to avoid the obvious conflict of interest.  Voluntary service conducted under these conditions will not be accepted for payment.
Submission of Timecards
· The supervisor must sign and seal each timecard completed by the student.  Timecards not bearing the seal of the placement site will not be accepted.
· Where the Placement site does not have an official stamp, the supervisor must provide a written declaration as verification for the Timecard details.
· Participants are required to submit the following documentation in the number order given
1. Time Card(s) – Signed and stamped
2. Work/Study Agreement  - completed
3. Bank Return Form – with seal of Branch that provided verification
4. Student/Employee Performance Review
5. Student Programme Evaluation
· To minimise the opportunity for lost documents, incomplete submissions will not be accepted.
· Where a student is required to complete voluntary service in fulfilment of requirements to be awarded a certificate at the tertiary institution, such hours WILL NOT qualify to be used as JAMVAT hours.  
· STUDENT WORKERS MUST complete the required 200 hours at a location outside of the locale of the tertiary institution.  
Payment of Tuition & Stipend

· Each tertiary institution is required to confirm the correct sum to be paid for each student.
· Where there is a discrepancy with the stated amount for a student, JAMVAT will pay to the lesser amount until the appropriate rate is determined.

· Participants are required to provide bank account information for the payment of the stipend.  Payments may be made to any COMMERCIAL BANK in Jamaica. 
· Stipend will only be paid if the participant has satisfied all the conditions for JAMVAT support.  No payments will be made for incomplete service or for persons who receive approval but are deemed to be not eligible on re-assessment of their information.

· Please note that JAMVAT payments are non – transferable across academic years.

Grievance Procedures

Kindly refer to the Work/Study Agreement which details the appropriate steps to be taken in such matters.
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